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of the world of work
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Options for alternative African futures

Presented at

African Forum on Youth Skills and Business in the Digital AgeUCT GSB
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At School Futuristic pictures by Jean-Marc Coté (et al)...France 1899, 1900, 1901 & 1910
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The Mouseion at Alexandria IFR"
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Ptolemy c. 300BC (war scholar & patron of intellectual life) e

A research institute with lecture halls, laboratories & guest rooms for visiting scholars.
Archimedes & Euclid: mathematics & physics.
Astronomer Aristarchus of Samos: solo-centricity.

The library (added by Ptolemy’s son), contained an unparalleled collection of scrolls
thanks to a government edict mandating that foreign ships hand over scrolls for

copying.

First chief of the library, Eratosthenes, measured the earth s circumference to an
accuracy within a few hundred miles. '

http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/raising-alexandria-
151005550/#pPEMcyEr56ihGmod.9




A ez scrolls — Axum (Ethiopia & Eritrea)
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Anmsﬁne Of“ippo (Annaba, Algeria) . IF;‘SJT-FFWEEOSR
Bishop of Hippo Regius RESEARCH

» Rational beings possessing free will
* Just war theory

Painting by Justus van Gent, circa 1474
(13 November 354 — 28 August 430)



In Fes, Morocco. It was founded
by a Muslim woman, Fatima al-Fihri, in 859 AD.
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N LLSTER?

The hopeless continent

May 2000
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Autism: beautiful minds, wasted
Th € ‘Solar power comes of age

E cCoOonom i S t Should your tax return be public?

Bathroom politics in America
APRIL 16TH-2200-2016 : 5 Stardlip enterprise: interstellar travel

Makmg Africa work

A 14-page special report
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World » Americas » US politics

Trump letter to African leaders says he

'deeply respects' people of continent
after 's***hole’ furore

President on charm offensive after African Union said it was 'frankly alarmed' by his remarks

Jon Sharman lays ago | [J89 comments m k to foll
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Ratio of Working Age to Dependents

S
“"Our demographic dividend pote

http://blogs.worldbank.org/africacan/files/africacan/images/africacan-optimism-about-africas-demographic-dividend-gra|

The future in numbers: IFR
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Africa’s Competitiveness Landscape in International Comparison

Institutions

—_Infrastructure

/

. Macroeconomic
environment

“‘|
\ Health and primary

Market size .' !
/ education

"“\-\\.__;,,/Hi gher education and

training
Financial marketw;i\\_\‘\ T /_ff,,-‘ivé oods market efficiency
development c S
Labor market efficiency
-o—OECD -o—-ASEAN-5 -0 Sub-Saharan Africa —o—North Africa

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/05/6-reasons-to-invest-in-
africa/

Source: Global Competitiveness Index 2015-2016

North Africa (2015-2016 sample): Algeria, Egypt, Mauritania, Morocco, Tunisia

Sub-Saharan Africa (2015-2016 sample): Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Chad, Cote d’lvoire, Ethiopia, Gabon, Guinea,
Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone,
South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe






i Tech Hulbs IFR
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314 ACTIVE* TECH HUBS IN 93 CITIES IN 42 COUNTRIES

— ¢ -

MOROCCO: 21
EGYPT: 28
SENEGAL: 10
GHANA: 16
NIGERIA: 23 <« KENYA: 27
UGANDA: 12
28%
Other
Tech Hubs
‘ SOUTH AFRICA: 54
12% " 60%
Coworkin | bators/
Sopacegs :::eI:rgzcs)rs

Source: GSMA Sub-Sahara Africa 2017
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Those who know
where they come from

also know

where they’'ve been



African USP EOTURES
How is the world
a-symmetrically
structured
in favour of Africa?



5 The confidence triad IFR
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Consumer
Civil
participation

Investment

Business Government



The The . .
Constituti const|tut|nn
of the Republic of South Africaj ~ of the Republic of South Africa, 19¢
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16. Freedom of expression
(1) Everyone has the right to freedom of
expression, which includes -

(a) freedom of the press and other media;

(b) freedom to receive or impart information or
ideas;

(c) freedom of artistic creativity; and

(d) academic freedom and freedom of scientific
research.

‘study & conclude consistent with pedagogical philosophy without fear or favour’
ohttps://www.insidehigchered.com/views/2010/12/21/defining-academic-freedom
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Space: cultural distance, incl. language,
religion, legal system, ease of doing business



- Africa cannot wait IFR
for time to tell.

RESEARCH

Africa must
tell time.




THANKS, BUT
MY HOMEWORK
IS A LITTLE
BEYOND YOUR
SKILL 5ET,

MOM.
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Redistribution

Low Redistribufion @ Low
Exceptionalism Surfing 4IR
Growth High Growth High
Redistribution
Low Redistribution
SUZANNE . . . ROE Education
COLLINS

Factionalism & Self-interest

Paradigmatic
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A

Which obsolescent habits have precipitated current trend breaks?

. How do we discern the noise-to-signal ratio?

Does our generation have, and do we inspire, futures projects?
How do we overcome the risk of akrasia & develop humble courage?

What are we learning from our skunkworks through
Experimentation and Rapid Prototyping”?

. Of what are we the nimble and agile harbinger, i.e. the shining light

of things to come?

. Where are we the vanguard or bellwether across sectors, i.e. what

are we signaling to future generations?

. What should we be designing as evidence of our leading

anticipatory competence?
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Academia

///
Catalysts

Constitutional for change

Institutions




©
b
o
D
=
=,
s
L
=
®
@
=
S
)
&




S
& Alternate paradigms? LFIR

STELLENBOSCH INSTITUTE FOR

UNIVERSITY . ° . . FUTURES
Classical perceptions in transience RESEARCH

?
West: ORDER?
Social
dynamics
Africa?

Leadership Rule of Law

CONTROL?




